Defend the lowly and the fathertess, render justice tg he aMfiicted ang needy, a the lowly and deliver them 
escue tive poor, ' from the hand of the wicked. Psalm 82, 3-4 
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A Better Way to Go to Work: 


“Many visitors come here. and ask us why we have such an unusual business. But, I say to 
them: Don't you think it’s strange that more organizations in the world aren't like this 
one?" Comment by a Mondragon Cooperative worker-owner. 
"Nothing differentiates people as much as their respective attitudes to the circumstances in 
which they live. Those who opt to make history and change the course of events themselves 
have an advantage over those who decide to wait passively for the results of the change". 
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What has 120 different companies. capital. For the Mondragon 
42.000 worker-owners, 43 schools. one 





college, does more than 4.8 billion dol 
lars of business annually in manufactur 





plan that is animated by the principle: 
the social doctrine of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church? = 

Answer: the Mondragon Coopera- 
lives of Spain. In 1941, a bishop sent a 
young priest lo teach in a vocational 
school in Spain's “Basgue Country.” In 
addition to the technical curnculum, 
young Father Jose Mana Arizmediarricta 
taught the social doctrine of the Catholic 
Church to his students. Some of the stu- 
dents began a small cooperative that built 
Kerosene stoves. In 1959, they started 
what we would today call a credit union. 





_ electronic components, valves, taps, ap-— 
pliances. They have a full line of retail © 
outlets (small & large) offering con- 
sumer products, food, appliances, and a 
wholesale food business catering to res 
taurants. Their bank has more than 100 


branches, they offer a full range of insur- _ 


ance, and take care of their own social 
security and health insurance programs. 
They are not only boing their own 
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cooperatives, capital is something they 
rent to benefit the worker-owncrs. 
To Americans, this sounds like an 






ug oan oad mer 
is Recad by ihe cries not hired by 
the money men, and the managers are 
part of the cooperative process in the 
enterprise. Each enterprise has a social 
committee that considers issues of 
health, safety, environment, and the so- 
cial responsibilities of the enterprise. 
Capital is borrowed, stock is not sold for 
financing. All new employces become 
worker owners, 

A new cooperative begins with a 


_ group of friends. Experience in starting 
120 businesses over a 40 year period has 
taught the Mondragon 
the pre-existing bon 


ors that 
of friendship are u 
good basis for building a productive 
working relationship. The Mondragon 
association provides business and mar 


keting research and assistance; their bank 


provides capital. The workers them- 
selves must invest some of their own 
money, either as an upfront contribution 
or as deductions from wages paid over a 
2 year period (about $5,000). bank 
sucks with the new co-op until they can 
g0 it alone, if the business 10 trou- 
ble, interest on their loans is waived, 
payments may be suspended, and parts 
of the Joans may be forgiven. The group 
may be assisted be 





Continued page 2 
If you waht peace, 
work for justice. 
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The Priority oT. ore 
Pope John Paul II, Laboren Exercens 12 
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We must first of all recall a principle that has always been taught by the 
Church: the principle of the priority of labour over capital. . . This principle 
is an evident truth that emerges from the whole of man’s historical 
experience. .. Obviously the (opposition) between labour and capital under 
consideration here. , . did not originate merely in the philosophy and 
economic theories of the 18th century; rather it onginated in the whole of 
economic arid social practice of that time, the time of the birth and rapid 
development of industrialization, in which what was mainly seen was the 
possibility of vastly increasing marerial wealth (the means) while the end, 
that is to say the human person, who should be served by the means, was 
ignored. It was this practical error that struck a blow firstand foremost — 
against human labour, against working people. and caused the ethically just 
social reaction already spoken of above (the union organizing movements of 
the 19" century). The same error, which is now part of history and which 
was connected with the period of primitive capitalism and liberalism. can 
nevertheless be receane i in other circumstances of time and place if people's 
| thinking starts { me theoretical or rises. The only 

| chance there s ete tes vacbieallp Caicrcounia thie error la through’> 
sdetiase chimeaebon! in theory and in practice, changes in line with the 
definite conviction of the primacy of the person over things and of human 
labour over capital as a whole collection of means of production, 
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Thus Summary consists of both Grect quotes (in “") and our summary of the 
Mondragon text. This is done to squeene the info into the space availiable. 


| OPEN ADMISSION 


The Cooperatrves do not discruminate on the basic of religious, political, 
ethan, or écx when it comes to booom ng a member of the Cooperative 


ih GAGANIZATIOR | 

All authority is vested in the “general assembly,” which consists of all the 
worker owners of the enterprise, one person one vote. The general assembly 
elects the “Governing Counal”, which would be like the Board of Directors, 
which appoints (and removes) the organization's managemen: 


iL SOVEREIGNTY OF LABOR 


“In the MCC Co-operatives it is understood that Labor is the main factor for 
transforming nature, socety and human beings themselves. As a result, Labor is 
granted full sovereignty in the organization of the co-vperative enterprise, the 
wealth creared is distnbuted in terms of the labor provided and there ts a firm 
commitment to the creation of new jobs, As far as the wealth generated by the 
Co-operative is concerned, this 1s distributed among the members in proportion 
to their labor and not on the basis of their holding in Share Capital. The pay 
policy of MCC's co-operatives takes its inspiration from principles of Solidarity, 
which are materialized in sufficent remuneration for labor on the basis of - 
solidarity.” 

Worker owners receive competitive and just salaries pedcevicesis based on 
the profitability of the O 
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Capital ans 1 the en hires labor The Mon mayen Coope rauves do not sel shares in 


der to raise capital. Here, the workers own the enterprise and the management 
and rent the capital. 


“This Principle implies the progressive development of self-management 
ond, consequently, of the participation of the members in business management. 
This requires: (1) The development of adequate mechanisms and channels for 
participation. (2) Transparent information with respect to the performance of the 
basic management variables of the Co-operative. (3) The use of methods of 
consultation and negotiation with the worker-members and their social 
representatives in those economic, organizational and Jabor decisions which affect 
them. (4) The systematic application of social and professional training plans. 

(5) The establishment of internal promotion as a basic means of covering 
positions with greater professional responsibility.” — 


* The Mondragén Co-operative Experience declares sufficient payment pore 
on solidarity to be a basic principle of its management. 


internally and externally, as well’es at the Corporate level.” 


VILINTERCOOPERATION — eae 
» The Cooperatives cooperate with cach other, with other Sdaperktives in the 
area, and with national and international cooperative organizations. 











| ir'eccial security, 
unemployment, an th insurance requiremen 
bey tha behere Sogenattier sa bung civ ncn 


1X UNIVERSALITY ae 
"The Mondragan Co-operative Experience, as an expression of its universal 
sicola SEEGLe WH vale Stl ae wh eae for economic 
demmoctacy in the sphere of the Social Economy and supports the objectives of 
Peace, Justice and Development, charactensstic of the International Co-operative 
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justice“ Catechism of the 


The Cepeda elas Se to p pear ies 0 the Soot good: (1) 


th a cooperative owner 


WENO. 


Movement. Likewise, through OTALORA, which is our Business and 
Co-operative Training Centre, we try and disseminate co-operative culture on the 
basis of our own ee experience, developed over the last 40 years,” 


X EDUCATION Po 
“Education and Training have played a decisive role in the creation and | 
development af the Mondragén Scecsiiive Movement. Its founder and main | 
driving =e the priest José Maria Arizmendiarnieta, was always quite clear veg 
8 as such the complex of ideas and concepts adopted by a 
man, is the key to the development and progress of a people’, Insisting on this 
idea, Father Arizmendiarrieta liked to repeat ‘that education is the natural and 
indispensable cornerstone for the promotion of a new humane and just social 
order’ and that ‘knowledge has to be sucialised to democratise power’. Therefore, 
on the basis of this approach, the first thing he did when he came to Mondragén 




















was to create the Polytechnic School in 1943. . . which during all these years has 
been the main source of m cs and skilled workers for our co-operatives.” 

A Better Way to Go to Work? 
Continued from page 1 


another line of business or work. As a result, since 1956, they have had cable 
total failure of a cooperative. 

Ten percent of corporate profits are donated to charity, 40% are retained by 
the cooperative to be used to benefit the “common good” of the cooperative ¢’ 
(research, development, job creation, etc.), and the balance of the profits goes 
capital accounts for the we fig ued + may be borrawed 
the Pa fring r ve’s bank at wey ae hs Bete 7 agialagt! zaits 
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idealistic I'm sure, except for the fact that it is actually Rosina! profitable, and 
growing. The cooperative business model is nota arenes to Shen most 
rural areas have farmer's cooperatives and there are credit . 

but the Mondragon model of | 
typically found around here. If we are pment 
helping people reach their full development as human persons, benclieice he eine 
common good, and enhancing the dignity of the human person, we have to talk 
about practical ways to implement these ideals. This is what the Mondragon | 
Cooperatives of Spain have done, and i itis a model that can be considered for 7 
implementation right here in Oklahoma — if we ever decide to take the social Sut 







doctrines of the Church as ely as we do the other teachings of the z 
Faith. RMW 3 
| a 






1 is not the role of the Pastors of the Church to intervene directly in the political 
structuring and organization of social life. This task is part of the vocation of the lay 
faithful, acting on their own initiative with their fellow citizens. Social action can 
crete forms. It should always have the common good in view 
ty with the message of the Gospel and the teaching of the 

Tr is the role of the laity “to animate temporal realities with ’ 
commitment, by which they show that they are witnesses and agents of peace and 
Catholic church 42442 
























Harambe is 
an African 
word 
meaning, 
“Let's all 
work 
together!” 


The Oklahoma City Catholic Worker is published 
by the Oscar Romero Catholic Worker 
House, 1524 ila ert wala tor, 
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pater cisceers City Catholic Worker + Thisy WHO Aki ae 


Since start ng our + Nae Catholic Worker house. 
Many fro phe > have asked our he wcthne aoa 
Dorothy Day was bor November 8, 1897 and died 
on November 29, 1980 During World Wark she ~ 
adopred the “Bohemian” lifestyle. and ran with the 
radical literary circle that included Eugene O'Neil, 
She was active with a number of political causes’ and 
was first arrested In 1917 in front of the White 
House, demonstrating for women’s suffrage. She 
had no relygion at that time in her life. and in 1979 
had an abortion. Several years later, she had a child 
out of wedlock and during the pregnancy, completed 
her conversion to Catholicism, She was a single 
mother, who supported her family as a free lance 
joarnalist. 

In 1932, while living in New York City, she met - 
Peter Maurin. He is not as well known as 
Day, but his role in the founding of the Catholic 
Worker movement was immense, Peter was a 
peasant from southern France, where his family had 
been farmers in the Languedoc district for 1500 
years. During the Depression, he came to the US and 
met Dorothy in NYC. Peter saw the need for radical 
action to meet the challenges of the immense 
workdwide poverty of his eta. He called people to 
remember the tradition of the Charch -- the works of 
mercy, personal involvement with the poor, and the 
umportance of justice for all, Dorothy and Peter 
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1-2 pound bags of rice, dried beans, and pasta 
Boxed macaroni and cheese 


canned vegetables and fruits, tomato sauce (small cans) 
Corn muffin and Pancake mix, 5 pound bags of flower, 4-5 pound bags of sugar 


Coffee, tea, chocolate, Cereal, powdered milk 
Canned meats (we never have enough) 
Canned soups and chill 

Hamburger, tuna, and chicken helper 


Brown paper grocery bags, plastic grocery bags 


a 
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Proposed a three point program, louses of 
Hospitality (shelters and soup kitchens), clarification 
of thought (via discussions and publishing a 
newspaper), and farming commenities, all based in 
the social teaching of the Church. 

Together, they started a newspaper, the Catholic 
Worker, and shortly thereafter, a soup kitchen and | 
the first “House of Hospitality”, Today, there are 
more than 130 Catholi¢ Worker houses throughout 
the world, each one autonomous, but all inspired by 
Dorothy and Peter's original vision of working to 
build a society where it was casier to be good. Before 

We died, Cardinal O'Connor of New York began the 
process to canonize her as a saint, 

The ministries of Catholic Workers vary from city 
to city, but all houses typically do some form of the 
works of mercy and also work for justice and peace. 
Here in Oklahoma City, we have a food pantry that 
delivers emergency groceries to people who don't 
have transportation to get to a regular food bank. 
Our patrons are typically older peuple living alone 
and young mothers with children, 

We also provide hospitality bags, food, and water 
to homeless people, have a clothing closet, correspond 
with prisoners, & publish a newspaper. We scrounge 
the occasional refrigerator or washing machine or 
stove or bed for somebody. We help people fill out 
government forms, and interpret letters from 


fate on ‘Oklah oma | 
We had a nice visit in April with Dr. <omeptestc: pele 
TCU in Ft. Worth, who is a member of the board of directors of ONEOK. aus 


is Dorothy Day? 


government agencies, and pay fur the occasional 
medical prescription of utility bill. (We don’t do 
much of the latter, because we don't have regular 
funds for this.) We do look for people who are falling 
through the cracks, and try to organize rescues. We 
accept referrals (mostly from St. Vincent de Paul, 
parishes, and Community Action), and people fiod ua _ 
on their awn. We have a “Cookbook and A nacot 
Useful Information for Poor People,” called “Better 
Times”, which is a 36 page tabloid publication given 
away free with emergency food baskets. It was first 
published here in OKC in 1997, and reprinted in a 2” 
edition in Kansas City in 1998. Iris currently out of 
print, we hope to have it back in print this year. The 
best short review of this publication came from an 
older woman who read it: “Bob, this is like having a 


. long visit with my grandmother.” It has hundreds of 


recipes, plus articles on shopping smart. personal 
development, good neighborhoods, personal 
responsibility, kitchen techniques, household 
management, and the message of Christ is worked 
into the text throughout the work. 

Dorothy Day’s life ministry was about doing 
practical things to help the poor and build a more just 
and humane society, which is to say, the culture of 
life and the civilization of love, where it is easier for 
people to be good. As Dorothy Day used to say, 
quoting St, Catherine of Sienna, “All the way to 


heaven is heaven.” 


gee 


the only one from ONG or ONEOK that has responded to our letters. We've had 
no further word from the Corporation Commissioners, Denise Bode and Bob 


Anthony did not respond to our letter. The Commission staff won't discuss the 
justice of their rules or how the utilities implement them. Now there’s news of 


three kids dead, the chain of events leading to this tragedy begins with OGKE 
shutting off the electricity. But the Corporation Commission is convinced of the 
justice of its rules. There's a theological term for this: “invincible ignorance.” 

In our meeting with Dr. Newsom, we learned that ONDOK gives $50,000 a 


Kitchen stuff (pots, pans, dishes, cu small working appliances) 

Bed sheets, bedspreads, regen. tarps, tents, Beck of plastic, duct tape 
Small “travel size” eo f shampoo, skin lotion, woth brushes 
Ww ata ) nophen, ibuprofin, feminine needs 


Granola bars, cri peanut Beas fe cheese crackers 
Holy cards and rosanes 
Brown paper bags (lunch size) a and ziplock baggies 
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The Daily Oklahoman has reported that the SciM ebony Howpital Foundation | Ea 
“redevelopment” 


partnering with federal mortgage lender Fonnie Mae to study tof 

Midtown -- NW 4” to 13", between Classen and Broadway. They envision a lot 

‘of new and renovated housing. But this area is also home to some of the OKC's 

few remaining plow rent rooming houses and “single room occupancy” 

els. ibe (areas, “redevelopment” is a code word [or driving the poor people 

Sta s Bees catholic hospital. We don’t know their plans for the poor 
wh he « are 1 but we do know that Church doctrine demands that 

\s hot be ovelooked. Add this to your prayer list. 


hut as ir ears to the cry of the poor will 
it and not be heard.” Proverbs 21:13 
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_ forseeable furure 
start thinking about fi 


year to help poor people pay their gas bills, this is less than 1/10th of 1% of their 
first quarter net income of $60 million. But they are considering the justice of = 
their *room-mate rule” that we have been talking about. Let's all continue to 
pray for them, and start praying for the OG&E directors, officers, and 
stockholders. We don’t think that these officers of these wealthy corporations 
understand how the last decade has impacted the poor, In just three years, 1995- 
97, the poorest households of this nation lost 25% of their net worth. We're now 
basically thinking that nacural gas service may be an Sana that for the 
not be affordable for the eer in ably time to 
to help them break tear monopoly. 
Wood. kerosene, low-cost solar (we found some plans for fom ‘lis heaters that 
fit into standard windows), and propane are all possibilities, 

The Oklahoma City Water Dept. doesn’t win any social justice awards either. 
We hear sad stories about them too, We know one person who has had no water 
service for a year (and she’s 81 years old!) The Water Dept. like ONG and 
OG&E, insist that they want to work with people, at least, that’s what they say 
when you write them a letter criticizing their policies, It's our impression that 
there's a disconnect berween what upper management may be saying (in both 
ONG and the Water Dept) and what happens with the customer service reps on 
the phone lines. With water service, the City has an extra club: if a family loses 
its water service, the kids may be taken away from the family by the state. But ar 
least the head of the Water Department answered our email about a particular 
situation we had come across and offered to look into the situation. We're still 
waiting for a response (rom the president of ONG to oar letter of February 2000. 
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(N) This (uestion (ol workers in industrialized 
~woetios) and the problems connected with it (in the 
iy century) gave rite toa jiast Gin ial reaction arud 


p 


caused the iVvpetvous emergence ola pirevat lruret al 
elicdarity berween workers, [iret and fuoperrwret indus. 
irial workers The call to solidarity and cerervirhiel 
action addressed to the workers, was important 
and eloquent from the prvrene of view of soctal ethics 
lf was the meaction against the ck gradation of man ae 
the subject om work anil againel the unheard--ol 
accompanying edploitation i the field of wages, 
working conditions and social security for the work: 
ef. This reaction united the working world in a com: 
munity marked by great solidarity... The reaction 
againet the syotern al injustice harm that. weigh 
od heavily upon workers in that period of rapid ine 
dustrialization was juetified fram the point af view of 
socal mvonality This state of alfairs was favored by 
the liberal socio-political system which ~, sale- 
fuarded eooncmic initiative lry the prresensurs ol 
capital alone, bur did not pay eulfictent attention to 
the sighre of the workers, on the grounds that hu- 
man work is sulely an matrument of production, and 
that capital le the,..purpose of production. 

From that ume, worker solidarity, together with 
a clearer and more committed realization by others 
of workers’ rights, has in many cases brought about 
profound changes, _. Workers can often share in 
running businesses and in controlling their produc: 


tivity, and in fact do so. Through appry 





sartie Chine Varios ideclogical of power syoterns and 
new relationships which have arisen at yarious levels 
al society, have allawed flagrant injustices to persist 
or have created new ones. On the world level, the 
development of civilization and of communications 
has made possible a more complete diagnosis of the 
living and working conditions of man globally, but it 
has also revealed other forms of injustice much more 
extensive than those which in the last century stim- 
ulated unity between workers for particular solidar- 
ity in the working world, This is true in countries 
which have completed a certain process of industrial 
revolution. Jt is also true in countries where the 
main working miliew continues to be agriculture or 
other similar occupations, Ba Se oN OMe 
Movements of solidarity in the sphere of wo 
a solidarity that must never mean being closed to 





dialogue and collaboration with others--can Gecnecess 



























k= the sake of “struggle” or in order to eliminate the 
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recting «= with a view to the commen good of the 
whole of briciely -- ever ything defective in thie sys 
tem of ownership of the means of produetion vr in 
the way these are managed, Social and sucioeconumic 
life is certainly like a system of “connected veasely,* 


Oren 


SOLIDARITY 
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“church of the pour. And the poor appear under 
various forms —. places and times, In many Gases 
they appear as a result of the violation of the dignity 
ol human work either because the opportunities low 
human work are limited as a result of the SCOUUEE af 


unemployment or because a low value is put on work and every social activity directed toward safeguard. 
and the rights that flow from it. especially the right ing the rights Of particular groups should adapt iteelf 
fo a just wage and to the personal security ol the tw this eystem. bi ' ye Seer 


worker and hie or her family 
(20) All these rights, toyether with the need 
lor the workers themselvas to secure them, give rise 


to yet another right: the right of asevciation, that js, ' reeding Dordthy 
to form associations for the purpose of defendingthe Sk cleserabe bhogre hy) y 
Vital interests of those employed in the various prow 0.7 si hy 
lessons, These associations are called labour or trade 
unions, The vital interests of the workers are to a 
Certain extent common for all of them: at the same 
lime, however, each type of work, each profession, 
hos its own specific character which should finde 
particular reflection tn these organizations. 

Unions go back to the medieval guilds of arti- 
sans. However unions differ from the guilds on 
this essential point: The modern unions Arew up 
from the struggle of the workers «+ workers in gen 
cral but especially the industrial workers -- protect 
their just rights vis-a-vis the entreprencurs and the 
owners of the means of production. Their task ie to 
defend the existential interests of workers in all sec- 
tors in which their rights are concerned. The experi- 
ence of history teaches that organizations of this 

an indispensable element of social lif 

itaily if TUL AL nh induatrializes societion 

Catholic social teaching does nut hold that un- 
' jons are no more than 4 reflection of the “class” 








and Luaves and Fish- 
e¢ { would like to have know Dorothy and Peter 
and the many others she references in her books. | 
must have been in some deep dark pit not to have 
known of their existence during their living. | surely 
do connect with them. 

Dorothy writes in her book, Loaves and Fishes, a 
fecling I've never been able 10 put into words She 
intro this feeling | had over and over while living 
in an economically depressed area. Duruthy writes 
about one of her “family in need” the man, a 
writer, a drinker -- his wile, a lover of herself and 
needy of men’s attention. While living elsewhere the 
mon and woman had been murdered another 
mentally crippled soul, She writes, “The newspapers 
emphasized the sordidness of the room on Thi 
Avenue where theit bodies were found. As J read, | 
thought how, over and over again, Lhave seen just 





iw grin an opeless ‘ aoe OF the rite oft Urveve 
occupants, the disorder of people who do not apprect- 
ate the material even while seeking in it all their 





structure of society and that they area mouthpiece pleasures” RE LAR 
for a class struggle which inevitably governs social =————s'ye finished 1g “Romero - A Life” by 
life, They are indeed a mouthpiece for the struggle Brockman, After putting tha book deerct tr so 
for sucial justice, for the just rights of working peo- suvaibly derail TaBt Lele arises dow ee ait 


ple in accordance with their individual professions. 
However, this struggle should be seen as a normal 
endeavor “for® the just good: In the present case, for 
the good which corresponds to the needs and merits 
of working people associated by profession; but it is 
nota struggle “against” others. 
Even if in controversial questions the struggle 
takes on a character of opposition toward others, this 
~ 18 because it aims at the good of sucial justice, not for 


pared to the cause Romero was called to lead, But {'m 
reminded jn all things great or small to defend, the — 
sinister and demoralizing culprit always remains to 
be greed and power, 


was of Christ's temptations in the desert, 


day speaks to us of a victory, the victory of Christ — 
over the enemy of God's plan of salvation,” Romero 


bread, “but bread is not made only from stones. The 
___ bread that must nourish all has to be the ustdistri- 
bution of goods, It has to be when the eae 










work that it first and 
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nent. It is characteristic of 











































sary aloo with reference tw the condition of socal power: the power to build a community. I : what they have in order to ith the poo 
groups that were not previo cluded in such analysts, both those who work and those who man- has to be a society arranged according to the 
| ents, but which in changing social syptems age the means of production or who own them must and the justice ht This is the redemption 

nd conditions of living are undergoing what is in in some way be united in this community, In the bring, says Christ,” (Ramerv, A Life, page 231-231). 
effect “proletarianization” or which actually already light of this fundamental seructure of all work--in Well, I felt compelled to write and to share. I'm 
lind themselves in a “proletariat” situation, one the light of the fact that, in the final analysts, labour 60 glad you are birthing the Catholic Worker mave- 
which, even if not yet given that name, deserves it... and capital are Jodispensable components of the pro- ment here in Oklahoma City. Elizabeth York OKC 

In urder to achieve social justice in the various cess of production in any social systemi-it is clear | wae Ronee a eT 
parts of the world, in the various countries and inthe that even if itis because of their work needs that io etulich aoe 
> between them, there Isanved forever people unite to secure their rights, their union re- Will & 8: OR ep a 

new movements of solidarity of the wor kersand = maine a constructive factor of social order and soli- at ese evildowrs s never Beles bose Rall 
with the work ssolidarity must be present = darity, and it is impossible (0 ignore It, wo a they devour bread, T 7, da nes all wpon, 
shanever i 6 cai6d or by th 08h grading of Just efforts to secure the rights of warkers who aK ith th nage wp PREITY YY F: 
the eubjeet of work, by exploitation of the worke are united by the same profession should always take Ge BA Praia the | vec RaG SR STON 
and by the growing areas of poverty and even hun: Info account tbe labia Huns iaspoeey, he general rane poor but he paatiag eLond as 
ger The church is umly committed to this cause for eoonomic situation 0 the country. | ail F reluge, Oh, thar from Seow. hepato oS ss 
che copiders cher mission, her service, a proof of 3 th into a kind of group or class “ego. if MIR ¢ Israel, That J ats his ae oT 
her fidelity to Christ, eo that he oan truly be the alo aim atcors > trae be lad when ores his peuple 


cannot be turned Pe AS aw, & 
ism. although they can and should hen sh Lore sey 
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A Letter to the Editor” 
Day's Long Lone. 


It was the first Sunday of Lent, and the gomel Ss 
Sen) 85 


NS Sa 


ee | 


ss 


+. > “xe 
7 ~ m4 
mabey a2) 


oy 


ms. 
Pe 


i 


44 | 


a 
» 


| 
*4 
“We 
A, 


said, The devil challenged Christ to turn stones into 
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Three Dillion People live on than 


wirand pormasm ft. aL 

‘ er FS eer ES Ot es tae BWP Ocrteers, “Gere. Occeeusrent, and Pomrty’, Mos YOK Ay [feet LEROY RAL LLI IL fp tater bie 
My name i Cunice Kazemibe fromm Malin, curmeney jes ‘ 

eo f atwart | wan born in on African vilhege, sy they aad shies. 

villages | have on-the-ground personal emmeriemcs 

crand «mending sconces theories arth eyo a 

corp | have cox fet the full blunt of these effecss. , 

, peek as 2 partis! 
obsetver. Those who would hawe grven teeny Ao nite kann 
shor this horarh exists. coehd not comtmiPatt to it even Wf ches "ig became th 
do not have the nght language, and in amy cate they wneuld be brcienicdered wong 2 
“learned” arguments As hong as we keep talling sbowe the js:: we G4 tehactalieztyor. 
siractaral adr gelrren: aod now gu oeksstion largely $8 egers ul GNP. ecoewrmx 
growth, competitivencss and such tochricdl eres eee eel) contin ws to gots uver 
the real esac and the dchumanmatem x ptadignaty ths: supposeddy wel! aean- 
ing immuacves of the World Bank, IME, WTO fe aigth institutions can promvar. 

Times were when, in the villages Dimou there was mar poo enough 1. ont, 
but fit was) of adequate varety ty emuge healthy growth fur children end 
physical stamina tor the adults. . Childees are bungry ard livtiess 
most of the tum. cheir meneal and physical potential ssbocaced and hanited frum 
childhood. Adults, physically weakened, are unable to omorntrate thes: sands 
and to work bo yp hoor 2s they used eo, Times were when hunks had books and 
writeng teachers had mativation because they extned enough to lve os 
and had tesect in che lace! Naw mow children go to sche) yes, bus 
with nothing 10 write on, @ to ead. Teachers have unmediste grave 
sorvival nerds co meet. Faced with seach dire needs the enthusiasm to concentrate 
on tcactung young minds takes second prwrity, after oll Mastow ergued that ancl 
the snmeedsate survival needs are met, the human being docs not have the lexury 











it with them when chery depart, a9 they eaest. | want to thank that the acet tread 


cA SAP) ot whasewer term will came wet voger wil include in 4 ermuune 
catetive for re-hamanssing nat post the poor but che nich who wom wy thunk ther 
hiswry be on relevance Otherwise how = 4 w be expected that ghtelcsion 
will change the weilare of a1) those people in the village. all those poor wt there, 
when frees the ward go o ie ouch on unequal and unbridgeable race Krgrinicd 


with (20 pevenesesian of the Anvhoensdor 


hes was ery contribution to the «-cordereace. Robert Waldrop 
1. The sitmady thia mergins of the poo everywhere are bewng stretched to 
the breaking pwint. A stiady of the Development Group lor Alternstive Poles of 
45 countnes with IAT steacturs! adpustment programe. 1974-9, lvond mat 
unemployment had mearemed. A scond study of 19 countries frend that wn 17 uf 
them, the seal emmarmam wage wes lower tadey then am 190) 
The levernenoce) lnstnate bor Sumarabdle Deveiopment fads Maz commer 
Mtrategies of the poor in mecung the challenges of ploduluzetue howe been “wo 
appruprane cammon property sesmurces, intenwty egricultere ae mar gra! weet 
mctease beady of lrvestock ond shorten fellow pereds; migrate seasonally or 
permanently tw ates, towns, agriculrusel plactavans and wo merry vulnerable and 
margiea’ lands.” bary//iled ca/cavl/ ASALP rogect Details/ SDP rope ct ASAL hem 
2. These straceges generaliy do nox offer bong tere demefus for the guor for 
for sustaanadle develuperent) They are evidence of increesung desperation. Other 
troubling indicstors srdude (1) the increasing number of wars in and among the 
poor countries, (2) religsous lonanosm and fundamentaliom (eg. the recent cuit 
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of pursuing other mere lofty a hike nis ectualssnon! 


Me Wan Wen wt { J es! Ort) Lise iaeh 1 wal . 










for over 4 long period. Time was when villagers could go to a hospital and get 


medicane for their ailments and when really ill they could count on 2 hoppatal bed 


and a blanket. Not asymore. The hospitals are empty of medicine, beds grosely 
inadequate. and cover a luxury. Time was when an entrepreneur could mart 
some fittle enterprise and make sume moncy over ume (efter all initiative pays) 
The entrepreneur could count on rea) return, on borrowing at affordable interest 
rates, on getting honest and trustfu) workers. Not anymore. Inflation is s fixture 
(from all che progressively more expensive imports), mterest rates above 50%, 
sad worker tx pescoped with he Ou sural bute ot ete 
gve an honest days work 


Yes money coo be made: by lanporting (rues the developed economics and the 


Asian Tigers at lower cost than can § 
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the porsuit of more and more for the few who most 









ae for the world, » world not unly moved by movements in 


, NYTIN U EO. 
pr parte amine bor been dahon Fe NRE 


murders in Uganda); (3) spontaneous wotborraks of vinlence against ur; vet 
ned fares in Zimbabwe. 
properties :0 f threets to exprupriate 
cp pera) ered bog nner 
éelegyummuzsnen of ee nee sedge 
persons and refugees now residing in barrics, shanty-towns, and ther informa! 
settlements on the margns of urban arcas, (6) the growth of outright slavery (10 
the Sudan, and in the global sex trade}, and increasing problems with de facto 
slavery via bonded labor. 
When I think of the effects of globalization on the poor in this new milles- 
riven, | am reminded of the connecnon often made in European history beeworn 














the vicious Treaty of Versailles (which had the eflece of impowenshing Cormmany) 


and the rise of Nazism, Making the poor of this world even more miserable and 
is not « safe mad to peace and prosperity. 

3. The “West” is offering only marginal relief for debts, and what relict hes 
been offered is slow and losded with so many condipons that its contnbunons to 
bettering the sirustion is debatable The maxumom dets relief amounts represen: 
only about $33 per person with an income of less than $2/day (the total debr load 
is wore than $350 per capita). A spokesman at the Verican annoenced on April 
rh that the progress wo far ip “The initial plan called for s 
reduction of $100 billson dollars, but wn fact only $11 billion has been forgwen 24 
to benefit but up to mow, only 5 have benefitted frum a 
case the end of 20010). Moreover, the det: 
2 : pis only 35-40% . The US. 

ena y Dead meen 
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living Justly on this Good Earth 


as 5 rd a ra genes PRC ia pes pa Our emphasis is on what families, individuals, and 





Civil Society groups can do to be proper 


stewards of this good Earth on which we live. The common good benefits when people voluntarily accept responsibility for their civic duties, 
Like charity, environmental justice begins at home. 
Waste Not, Want Not Department. - . BGR RER and pre ga esas oa asset, creating jobs and wealth 
2 cCCONOMUC TOOtS. in usehold : i 
gest COM DO SF CE BD sachatinchen ranges from $20,000 tos much £100,000. dercodanton bane 
Composting is not very glamorous, but it is at the heart of community much daily volume is desired, and Of not an existing steam boiler is 
stewardship lf you need evidence of our abuse of the prosperity God has gener- available. Many Community Canning Kitchens have been built by church 
ously given us, look at the leaves, branches, grass cippings, food, and other such groups as 2 service to their community. Unfortunately, Oklahoma Ciry, lacks 
useful organic items that we routinely wrap in non-decomposing plastic and send such facilities. Canning is easier in @ group, and many community canning 
to the dump, thus interrupting the cycle of nature, which was established by God. kitchens organize processing days where people can get together and make short 
Why do we do this? The price for garbage removal ts politicized and thus the work of ptig 9 the and pints. 
true costs of our garbage don’t show up on cither oar household or our commu- Informal canning kitchens are sometimes set up In parish and school kitch- 
nity accounts ~~ bur that doesn’: make those costs any less real. Since we don’t ens. These cost much less, this is primarily a matter of spending several hundred 
receive accurate information, we've made many irresponsible decisions regarding dollars for the large size canning kettles {boiling water and pressure) for use on a 
the consumption, use, and wasteful disposal of material goods. The culture of commercial range, and maybe a steamer and juicer. 


death supports this process by encouraging us in our evasion of our responsi- 
bilities and our pursuit of instant gratification. The civilization of love, however, 
calls us to responsible stewardship and personal responsibility. As the Apostle 





Two incomes, Three Expenses, Just Wages 










James said, “Faith without works is dead.” Like charity, stewardship begins in You wouldn’t be the first family to question both parents working outside 
your own home, in your household economy, with practical things that your the home. We often forget that there is more than one way of creating wealth 
family do to be more responsible j in your stewardship of your material goods. A and income comes in many forms. Ie could be dollars which we use to buy goods 
good beginning is to remember the wisdom of our grandmothers; Use it up, wear _ and services, or it could be “in-kind” household production. One parent working 
it out, do without. Waste not, want not. What ya do with what ya got. Or as they at home can create a tremendous amount of wealth, both in terms of expenses _ 
say these days, Reduce, Re-use, Recycle. . avoided (such as child care), and household production (such as home grown and 
Composting i 8 On easy place tO sti sha - processed food, home-sewn nas Pp educational pocorn for the poe 
nating layers of Saber “dr Scie ao teen eee woah Brion G i Leer toot 
mart roar ded n wspa x. Seen pated ear ed in the Gross Nat 
flowers, green leaves. “ x —_ er snery ha ma pitch and syrer that marisa ot haves ee 
Select a spot in your back yard, and dig the ground up a bit. Puta layer a $ y SUgHSsted (oO Us that we are nothing more than the sum 
twigs, small ort and dried leaves on the ie (“dry & brown”), sprinkle of the Things that we buy, It’s not possible to have enough Things, there are” eo eae 
with water (so it glistens) and add a couple of shovels of dirt. Next put a layer of always newer and more exciting Things for us to buy. Or so goes the politically 
“wet and green” -~ kitchen scraps, lawn clippings, green leaves, flowers past their correct mantra of politicians and corporations. In the process, they have slowly 
prime. Cover lightly with dirt. Keep building your exert You can %) ibe Liss all uate ecoxser ler sass economy, preferring to monetize every- 
at once, or you can keep adding to it (bigger is better, at least 3'-4" as from child. ration 
long es you have stuff for). Put a bucket in your kitchen to collect your scraps The teaching of the Church is that employers should pay just wages, high 
(stop using the disposal!). Each time you add “wet and green”, add some “dry enough that a family can be supported without hardship with only one cash 
and brown™ and sprinkle with dirt. Keep the pile moist -- like a wrung out income. In Laboren Exercens, Pope John Paul says: “Hence in every case @ just 
sponge. Adding some red fishing worms helps (a lot). wage is the concrete means of verifying the justice of the whole socioeconomic 
The pile will begin to heat up, this is what it's supposed to do. That's the system and, in any case, of checking that it is pesca La It fs bres: only 
microbes and worms and bugs and etc. converting your organic trash into useful means of checking, but i itisa particularly important one and in a sense the key 
fertilizer -- humus. After about 3 weeks, “rurn it” -- use a pitchfork, and starting means.” By this measure, there is much Sone eee 4 our 7 as 
with the top of the pile, create a new pileso that what was outside is now inside, many 2 income families do this our of necessity, they must have two cas 


incomes in order to simply pay their basic bills for shelter, utilities, transporta- 
tion, ee care, and food. It’s one thing for a family to have the freedom to 
make @incomes, and another to have it thrust on them by 
> i: i “the force ih their cre neces, 
Patina see an 2 


and everything gets mixed up. If you are in a hurry for scones turn it 
more Sieet (bur you get less compost this way). s the 
size of the pile decreases, it ends equal to about 

if the pile stinks, there’s a problem - -- 
much h won De Saat 2 typien 
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Works of Justice and. Peace 
Live simatIt ROP sities Wits ths Sone’ aed wo nag 
neighbor. Make no war on them, rather, be one with them in spirit, truth, and love. 
+HEAR the truth when it is spoken to you. Discern the signs of the times and speak 
truth — to power, fo the people, and to the Church. +MAKE injustice visible — 
witness, remember, leach, proclaim, tell. Light candles, do not curse the darkness. 
+PROTECT the poor and powerless— listen, learn, educate, organize, empower 
participation, and respect life from the moment of conception tothe time of natural 
death. +WorkK for reconciliation with truth, evangelism, catechesis, ¢ hopes Site 
-+CELEBRATE life, goodness, beauty, virtue, responsibility, and joy. Practice peace, — 
non-violence, servant leadership, harmony, community, voluntary co 
en Syme katte bel slomrapuenpsc 


to Pak: inis Berendine on how often you turn it, and your own unique 
situation). If you don't have a garden, give your compost to friends or to commu- 
nity gardens (which always need compost). Composting shows good stewardship __ 
of your material goods. It sets a good example for others as you voluntarily - 

redvang the amount of trash sent to the dump. “Lord, forests take p 
family parapet ye recycle’ s just toa oes ar,” 
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Bricktown Needs a Pub 

What has 9 adres, 9 million pet eric iealte | Market 
300 commercial businesspeople, and 50 performers? | ' 

All taxpayers in Oklahoma City ore contraag tate ens em 
There should be a ploce there for microenterprises, $0 far, the City C. at hh 
been loss than friendly to such very small businesses. They‘ve ed ‘ce as 
right snooty attitude, publicly worrying about dis jl rly gas 
(whoever they are), micro-managing the area, and charging Seahicans Bade 
license fees for street vendors ($1200 a yearttt{ty Shc es be 

Some of the pressure for this bs apparently coming 
businesses, who also are publicly worrying about com 
wagons and hot dog carts. Having got theirs with the 


2 ‘lp of the taxpayers, 
ni : i) to close the doors and limit the economic opportunities we eae 


Most world class cities have public marketplaces that Anotie | 
sasets to the community Seattle’s Pike Place Market is o jor economic 


buy fresh fish, a huge variety of produce sold by the farr 
and homemade jewelry, a hundred different “fast foods? } 
ent operators, not franchise corpgrations. You éan listen to 
including ane guy who has a plano on wheels tha her $ up to the Market every 
day. (I know one piano player of some competence who has decided not to try 
this in Bricktown because of the attitude of the ity Council.) 

If you agree that Oklahoma City needs a pablic market that offers the quality 
and economic opportunity of the Pike Place Market in Seattle, now is a good time 
nmer know your . Here’s some names and ad- 


0 to hear {rom } , 1. Send a letter of fax today, 
MAYOR; GLE x, spoil 31m Coucn, 
200 N, Walker, OKC, 73102, fax 405-297-2570, Your 


city council person can be contacted at the same address. Call 297-2345 or 297- 
2535 to find out his or her name if you don’t know it. 


a 
Upcoming Events atthe Oscar Romero Catholic Worker House 
L4:240°5N WW ae’ OKC, 173:106, 405-557-0496 
+ EVENING PRAYER POR PENTECOST. Sunday, June 11", 61°M. We will also do 


ia er “Y wee “ty 
Ist, 10 AM, encing a “Week of Novenas for Justice and Peace,” 63 days of 
summer prayer with our Lady, focused on justice and peace, Join us for our first 


mass here at the House, and thanks to Fr. Tim Luschen! 
F 


| mb 
~The Plight of the Poor under Globalization 
Continued from page 5 
there are people in poor countries who go hungry so that their food can be ex- 
ed. Just last year, the international trade system was used to stop European — 
countries from favoring Caribbean bananas (most of which are grown by small 
_ independent producers) over bananas produced by transnational corporation 
~ plantations in Central America, “tie 
| 5. World Bank projects have forced the displacement of millions of poor people 
worldwide. AlJ too often, they end up in worse circumstances, “Declines in post 
on incomes are sometimes significant, in certain cases reaching as much as 
| apr for people who were poor even before their displacement, * 
~~ (World Bank Environmental Department, 1994) The World Bank is currently 
funding the reseurlement of poor Chinese subsistence farmers in parts of Tibet. 
~ Questions are being raised by the Banks own Inspection Panel about how this loan 
is being handled, Tibetan exile groups have criticized the program as “cultural 
genocide.” (May 5, 2000, Reuters News Service, "Watchdog slams loan") 
6 Structural adjustment and World Bank projects have harmed the ali cady 
fragile environment of pour countries by encouraging deforestation (which has 
buted to flooding in poor countries), exporting pollution, and lowering local . 
ental standards, “Although the [1991 Bank Fordst} policy had dual 
of conservation of tropical moist forests and tree planting to meet the 
of the poor, Bank influence on containing rates of deforestation of 


from existing Bricktown 
tion from tamale 
























































yrests has been negligible in the 20 countries with the most 
wit forests.” (World Bank Operations Evaluation Depart~ _ 
9, quoted in Tocus on Corporation column of April 7, 
of globslization on health care for the poor has been severe. 
f the adult population is infected with the HIV virus, but 
| of drug patents held by first world corporations, few of these people are 
receiving adequate treatment. Lack of resources for health care (in part 
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Ten Commandments for 
Corporations 


1. Honor and serve the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not exclude faith and merality 
from the marketplace, 


2. Thow shale not lie, not even in an advertisement 


}, Thou shalt not steal or commit fraud or extortion, ot covet thy neighbors’ 
businesses, properties, or livelihoods. 


4. Thou shale not commit murder or genocide or the extinction of species. 


5, Thou shalt not pollute God's creation. Clean up thy mess, pick up thy trash 
and do not throw it on other people's property or into the commons, Thou shalt 
be a proper, just, and moral steward of thy resources and the commons, 


6. Thou shalt pay thy employees a living wage, treat them fairly, and make 
generous contributions to the community which supports you and gives you the 
structures within which your organization has its existence and prosperity. Do 
not let your hand be open when it is time to recetve, but clenched when it is time 
to give, 


7. Thou shalt not exploit or oppress the poor, of corrupt the government by thy 
special pleadings and wealth so that it seals from the common good w advance 
the interests of your stockholders. 


i 
8. Thou shalt be responsible for all of thy actions and the consequences thereof. 


9, Thou shalt not advance thy corporation’s interests by the advocacy or the 
practice of the seven deadly sins of pride, lust, gluttony, envy, cvvetousness, 
anger, and sloth. 


y corporation actions, 


10. Thou shalt be just in all of th 
> eel Poromenakt NW @ Lael fem deed feel Amt | eed ume 









Penns CM, 





A 
Wisdom. Beauty. Goodness. love. Mercy. Justice. 


due to interest payments as well as structural adjustment) is also aggravating the 
epidemic of tuberculosis in poor countries. According to the WHO, between 2 and 
3 million people die each year of tuberculosis, most of the victims are from poor 
countries. Incomplete and inadequate treatment regimens are contributing to the 
spread of drug resistant strains of TB. (Environmental News Network, April 30, 
2000, “Tuberculosis on the Rampage’) 

The world's poor are hard workers and creative in meeting the challenges of 
their lives. But as fast as they can create wealth, it is transferred via politicized 
marketplaces (in which they have no voice) into the pockets of transnational 

corporations and the international finance system. This isn’t an accident of 
history, it’s the way a system that politically exalts Capital over Labor and imposes 
“development” from the “top down” is designed to work. Nobel economist 






Amartya Sen says, “The battle against the unfreedom of bound labor is important 
— in. many third world countries for some of the same reasons the American 
¢ vi War was momentous, ment as Freedom) As long as we 


rice bowls of the poorest of the poor, the 


in the “war on the 


are stealing interest payments from | he 
situation will continue to deteriorate, It's time to declare peace 


poor” before its too late. 
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Last month’s issue consisted largely of justice and peace meditations on the 


~ Jectionary readings. We prepared them for the Easter season, but couldn't squeeze 
them into this issue so we posted them on the internet at the address below If you 


“a LA ia 


address and we will send them to you right away, 
http://www.justpeace.org/eastermed.htm 










Didn't YOut. Daddy Teach 


There's been a full court press this year pushing 
” People say that UNIONS art passe, 
suncrfluews, not needed. How soon we forget thai 
mons fought fet and scoured the basic economuc 
rights that we all take for granted — such as the § hour 
dav, safe work-places, workman's compensation, 
decem wages, and employer p2id health msurance- 
Many umon members gave ther lives to establish 
these reghts and benefits. Because of the general lack 
of formation in the Faith's social) doctrines, many of 
us don’t know chat the Church teaches that umons are 
necessary for the proper and just functioning of the 
community's ecomomy. 

People are saying a “right to work for a low 
wane” Lew is necessary to stiomulate the stale’s econ- 
omy. In order for Oklahoma to prosper, so the story 
goes, the NINE DIFFERENT CORPORATE WEL- 
FARE PROGRAMS we have just aren't enough, we 
must Go more to aftract imdustries to the state. Encour- 
agemect Of Mondragon-style cooperative busmesses 
(and even muicroemterprises), which would be home 
grown ané home owned and distribute their profits 
locally. tan"( on the state’s agenda. Our economic 
development! gurus prefer to prosper this state at the : 
_ €xpense of Mme ince: cho 
cauion. But is & moral to grow our ccopormny on the 
misery of others? That's not a question we like io 
comsempiate. Why do we wani to import anti-umon 
businesses anyway? That's the culture of greed and 
death talking, not the Gospel. The Bible says that you ° 
reap what you sow. if we deliberately use state acuon 
to cause economic distortions elsewhere so that we 
can benefit, are we not likely to ulturmately reap a 
biter harvest? 

This “right to work” NewSpeak campaign is a 
crusade against civil society and worker solidarky. 
Accordmg to the Church's social doctrine, unions are 
RECeSSary aclorcs im a just economy. Our problem is 
that we do not have enough unions, especially for 
those in low-wage jobs. Meher Bar 


“mekc to work 


virtues, and “nght to work for a low wage” laws are 
Civeci atlacks on that virtue among workers, giving 
them cconosmuc incentives 1o abandon their organiza- 
onal sobéarity with the fellow workers. in Amer- 
ican somety, we exalt the individual to a fault, and our 









culture of death preaches personal as 

pscqecrtiadl pasar oem it isn’t. The 
pubic, deta ne' to embrace the 

culture death's radical selfishness as a way to better 





the common good. But “Every man for himself” or 
“Every woman for berel{™ is the philosophy of a 
sinking ship, not a rising tide of justice. 
People say that unions aren't necessary becsuse 
the ught job market gives employees more power, 
Tel) chat to workers making six bucks an hour in 
nursing homes. Many people in Oklahoma do not 





) ‘be having such a shining city on the hill for just 
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Attack on Clvil 


receive 8 just wage, more extensive UNION Organizing 
efforts can help improve this unjust situation. Even as 
we go lo presx, the Federal Reserve is rassing interest 
rates, USINg state action jo deliberately increase unem- 
ployment and drive down wages. Working men and 

women need strong unions to give them a seat at the — 


bargaining tables where these kinds of deals are made. 


The tyranny of unchecked economic power 1s ng less 
deadly than the tyranny of unchecked political power. 
Economic totalitarianism is no more benefictal to the 
comman good than political totalitarianism. Checks 
and balances are necessary, strong umons help build a 
just, fair, and free market economy. 

We have far more trust in the ability of the people 
to work their own way out of the problems we have 
than we do in the greed of corporations in far away 
places whose only interest in this state is exploiting 
our neighbors for low wages. Then they take their 
profas home, away from this community. If we can 
move away from our “politics of death” and increase 
the economic justice in the state, we will see an explo- 
ot aktpeercaiapbtlspies fe 


The proposed “right to Feoric’ law is a ier of 
death surrender to the seven deadly sins as a proper 
foundation for our community’s economuc life. The 
problem with this is that nobody gets to the Kingdom 
of God by glorifying. praising, encouraging, and 
defending sin. If we think that all is not right in 
Oklahoma, the solution is not to attack important 
institutions of civil society that have a long history of 
making a positive contribution to the common good. If 
the best idea to make Oklahoma a better place that 
these leaders of industry and commerce can come up 
with is to revisit the labor battles of the 19” century — 
when they were on the wrong side of both history and 
the Gospel — then it’s no wonder the economy isn't 
wt Saeed sir be re 2 alt 


















"The AGATE vile Fado 
thal FOTTOE s horne'of Rs cease Thaaibas ook 
@ pauper in that nation and the nation did not 
owe a dollar. It built its own capitol, in which 
we had this examination, and built its schools 
and hospitals. . .(But)There is no selfishness, 
which is at the bottom of " Ed note: 
And so it came to pass that the government imme- 
diately set about to impoverish the Cherokees, can't 








anybody to look at, you know. People might get 
Sess teat Geese'sre better says 2 Reet 5 Cm 
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More onjJust Wages and Unions ~ 


_ Pope John Paul Il, Centesimus Annus, 1991 


8. The Pope (Leo XHI, in Rena Novarum, 
1891) immediately adds another right which the work- 
cr has as a person. This is the right to a “just wage.” 
which cannot be left to the “free consent of the par- 
ties, so that the employer, having paid what was 
agreed upon, has done his part and seemingly is not 
Called upon to do anything beyond.” It was said at the 
lime that the State does not have the power 10 inter- 
vene in the terms of these contracts, except to ensure 
the fulfillment of what had been explicitly agreed 
upon. This concet of relations between employers 
and employees, purely pragmatic and inspired by a 
thoroughgoing individualism, is severely censured in 
the encyclical 2s contrary to the twofoid nature of 
work as a personal and necessary reality. For if work 
Mah Co DEED ER Ee ce 










cludes. “that cwery individual has ® matural mgba wo 
procure what ts required to hve, and the poor can 
procure that in no other way than by what they can 
earn through their work.” A workman's wages should 
be sufficient to enable him to support himself, his wife 
and his children. “If through necessity or fear of a 
worse evil the workman accepts harder conditions 
because an employer or contractor will afford no 
better, he is made the victim of force and injustice.“ 
iS. . . Furthermore, society and the State must 
ensure wage levels adequate for the maintenance of 
the worker and his family, including a certain ammount 
for savings. This requires a continuous effort to m- 
prove workers" training and capability so that their 
work will be more skilled and productive, as well as 


disadvantage of the most vulnerable workers, of m- 
migrants and of those an the margins of society. THE 
ROLE OF TRADE UNIONS IN NEGOTIATING MINIMUM 


IN THIS AREA, . | 
Hinmaniswedltine taraite sad adoquaie’ Beetle 
teed to be guaraniced, as well as the right to express 
one’s own personality at the workplace without suffer- 
ing any affront to one’s conscience or personal dig- 
nity, This is the place to mention once more THE ROLE 
OF TRADE UNIONS, not only in negotiating 
but also as "places" where workers can express them- 
Selves. They serve the development of an authentic 
ee work aad belp wockeeieaeeen «lly 
human way in the life of thet p 





+S$t. Joseph the erker. 
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